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village for which we were to pay 15 a week, of course we declined
the happiness of going there. So William told you how we talked
all one day about going to Paris, well, I would not say anything
about it because I thought it would tantalize you. He seems to think
if he could be secure of parliament not dissolving he ought to go,
the people want his book have almost agreed to pay his journey, he
would carry an article for the British and Forr'n (as MP Crowe
says) to do and at present there is very little to do here, of course
we should go too. that article on Lord Brougham was William's It
was very much talked of at the Reform Club.

Stone is doing a Portrait of W.*4 they say it is excellent so I
hope he intends to do whats handsome by me and give it to me.
Who do you think came to see us today Mrs Polly Mra Smith of
Pennsylvania! We like her very much for your sake, but I confess
I should not have been prepossessed by her physiognomy however
it is pleasing. She says all the world you knew by some extraordi-
nary chance are to be congregated in the Isle of Wight and she
should be so happy if you could transplant yourself there. "The
brow" 2S came to see us last night. Fitz who never heard of him
before exclaimed, "How handsome he is, what a beautiful brow"
this is a fact. People here are "chaumed" with him, and he talks as
if he were possessed with fifty thousand tongues. All in the world
half the people in the world require is a little excitement to make
them happy. I am half cross with Fitz and his tail (Mr Morton 2fi
forms part of it) They seem as if they could not breathe without
William, and thats all very well but" they forget they have 300 or
400 a year to take life easy upon, and though we may have double
that yet it must be earned. I must say that I believe Fitz would
give W. his last shillg and often thinks of what he can do that is
obliging to me. I believe he has as much to suffer in other respects
as any one. One sister mad and the second that he dearly loves
dying of a complaint of the lungs. Then he has to grieve over the

34 Presumably the portrait reproduced in Thackeray in the United States
(I, 81), which, is, however, dated 1836 by General Wilson.

25 Not Spedding, who was an intimate friend of FitzGerald, despite No.

112.

26 See Memoranda, Saville Morton.